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This report is part of an initiative by PeaceTech Lab to analyze hateful and inflammatory language online in South Africa to
mitigate the threat of this language to fuel violence during the election period. The terms discussed come from the Lab's recently
published South Africa Lexicon of Hateful Terms while the data comes from our Hate Speech and Election Violence portal, which

is updated regularly. These resources examine terms and phrases that are offensive and inflammatory, are directed towards
individuals or groups based on ethnicity, religion, race, gender, national identity, or political affiliation, and may lead to violence.

Latest Events

During the current period, several hate speech court cases made the news. Johannesburg-based businessman
Adam Catzavelos made an appearance in court on May 28 for his hate speech case involving a leaked video in
which he used the word ‘kaffir’ while on vacation in Greece. Additionally, the case against Congress of South
African Trade Unions (Cosatu) official Bongani Masuku, who is accused of hate speech against the Jewish
community, made headlines during the reporting period.

Another hate speech-related court case making the news during this period was that over Black First Land First's
(BLF's) slogan ‘Land or Death,” which was found to constitute hate speech by the Equality Court. This Court
ordered BLF to remove the slogan from all of their social media platforms, materials, and website by early June.
BLF has refused to follow the order, saying that their slogan is constitutionally protected political expression. The
Freedom of Expression Institute assisted BLF in filing court papers on June 4 asking for the judgment by the
Equality Court to be overturned.

A violent event occurred on June 2 when a white wine farmer was killed in Western Cape. The man, Stefan Smit,

previously faced a land occupation of his farm in August 2018 that led him to have the police evict the occupiers.

The motive of his killing is unknown, but there is speculation that it is related to the land dispute and the broader
issue of land appropriation.
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South Africa for Current Period* | May 24-June 6

° During May 24-June 6, the volume of hateful posts increased by

+26% - 26% from the previous two weeks, continuing a consistent upward

trend in hateful content post-election. Much of the hateful language
conversations are likely connected to the court cases and attack

) discussed above.

Change in Hateful Post Volume for
Current Period Compared to
Previous Two-Week Period

o The inflammatory phrase that appeared most frequently in this

"TKAFFIR" period was 'kaffir.' The increased volume of this term is likely
Most Frequently Observed related to the Catzavelos case as the video in question shows him
Inflammatory Term for Current talking about how there was “not a kaffir in sight.” This video went
Period viral on social media. Catzavelos' next court appearance is

scheduled for June 13, and the term may see another spike in
online conversations around this date.

The second and third most common inflammatory phrases during
this period were 'kill the whites' and 'umlungu.' This trend is likely
linked to the farmer murder that occurred on June 2. The reports
that this farmer’s land had previously been illegally occupied by
residents who had built informal shacks, and the speculation that
the Killing is linked to this, likely led to conversations around land
appropriation which are known to spark use of these terms. The
BLF court case is also closely connected to this issue and has
likely played a part in the discussion.
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Trending Topics Linked to Most  *Number of posts drawn from Twitter posts monitored via Crimson Hexagon and
Frequently Observed Term Facebook posts monitored via Dataminr by analysts from Media Monitoring Africa.

May 24-June 6

Replying to
Can we have monkeys go free & wild across
@VolkswagenSA garages in South Africa?

Replying to
African Governments passed legislation to protect them
against White minorities, and even this failed.. and now,
the only way out is to kill the Whites.. also killing the goose
with the golden egg and killing economys. SA's GDP down
with 3,2% is no surprise and evidence to this!

Can all the "black kaffirs" driving VW motors return their
shitty cars ASAP?

4:37 AM - Jun 5, 2019 - Twitter for Android

Can all the "Black Kaffirs" planning to buy a VW change
their minds to any other car model?
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Replying to
Because some adults are so obsequious and especially the
disgraceful whites ,they seem to think their Lilly white skins
will be safe if they pander to the ANC, EFF ,blf! And that
goes for English and Afrikaans! When they come to kill the
Mlungu they don't ask him if he is English

4 Retweets 5 Likes

Replying to
Cmrdes let us stop goin back n forth with petty stuff theres
white monopoly capital to be fought here that's the
majority's number one enemy. stop wastin time,even the
born frees are gettin old. | dont want to watch my
granchildren workin as domestic workers jus bcoz they
black.

10:01 AM - May 30, 2019 - Twitter Web App

10:59 PM - May 29, 2019 - Twitter for Android
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